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THE ASSOCIATED
SANTA CLAUS

By CHARLES FREDERIC GILLIAM
"

ELLO, George, what's tho mattev

iKf wltn yo,l?" naked Will James,
as George Johnson stepped Into

his btHce In ono of tho sky-scraper-

and Bank wearily Into a chair.
"I'm clear fagged out," was tho

reply. "Do you know this Ghiistnins
business Is something awful?"

"James laughed. "Aro you finding
Hint out for tho first time?"

i "No, but It seems worse than usual

Joy Over a Cherished Toy.

this tlnio. It appears that my folks

have neai;l' every little thins they

need, and, when I find some particular
thing that strikes my fancy, it costB
so much, by tho timo I oven up all
around, I can't afford it.

"Well, If misory loves company,
you've got plenty of- - it. We're all in

tho sumo box. f confess" It strains, iuo

V

ho that It takes all the pleasure away
from tho giving, because the ex-
pense Is really greater than I can af-

ford."
"That's It exactly; It wouldn't be

so bad If the girts were restricted to
one's own family, but some relative
or friend makes some of the family
a present and It has to be mot In
kind, or with something a little bet-
ter, lu order to relieve one's self of
the sense of obligation. If these
presents were all dictated by affec-
tion, a fellow wouldn't object, to mak-
ing considerable sacrlllces, but whon
a largo proportion are merely for the
purpose of keeping even, It's a horse
ot another color."

"Yes, and our most expensive pros
ems go to those who aro better fixed
financially than ourselves, and who
nave the least need for them. Why.
just last week one of my nieces, who
Is in very moderate circumstances,
and or whom I think a good deal, was
married, and we sent her a piece of
plated silverware that cost four dol
lars. At the same time we sent Miss
DoForrest for" her wedding present a
cut glass dish that cost Sit", and she'd
hardly recognize us If wo met her on
the street."

"I'm glad you told mo that. Will
I had a sort of a sneaking Idea that
1 was about the biggest fool In town
1.1 111.! i .1 I . , .

in linn uuuiumii, uui i guess you
and your family and I and my family
and everybody else and his family
are all In the same boat. But what's
to be done? Can't we make a declar-atio- n

or Independence? My wife and
I make resolves every year, but we
keep stretching tho limit a little, un-ti- l

by tho time we get through the
list wo find wo have sent more than
tho preceding year."

"I'm . with you on two things,
George; that Is, that we economize
some on our expenditures, and that
what wo do spend shall he In a way
to bring most ealoyment to omsi.es,
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by giving the most enjoyment to oth-

ers. Let's give, what we give out-

side our own families, to those who
need It."

"I don't think I follow you exactly."
"Well, take myself, for instance.

I am very fortunate if I get off with
a hundred dollars. How much does
It cost you?"

"I can't say definitely, but fully that
much.l should judge."

"Suppose, then, we tako our families
Into tho scheme with us and agree to
Kiieiui only $50 for ourselves. Then
wo can spend $25 each for
ber of worthy poo
are unable to provide

a

a

a

o

a

o

' that he
a j to

old
ordinary, no

too io he
oi a four

day. in way wu uu
$2f ahead, at the same be
able to furnish 10 or 15 families with
a turkey and necessaries

a Christmas ' dinner, and
some candles and toys for chil
dren."

you. Will, that, suits mo
down to the ground, and 1 know my
wife will .be right for

I'm glad it strikes so
ably, George. U a good
tiling un two, why not push II
along a little? Whut.'s matter
with gelling four or Ave or a half
dozen or boys Interested?"

"Nothing at There's Scott and
Corwln and Wilson and Thompson
and Smith, all or good, whole- -

sohled follows, and all here in tho
building. Suppose 1 'phoned cm
come up. and we'll talk tho matter
over. They're all pretty tlxed,
too, and 1 glad to take

hand."
"Just the thing, George. The soon

or wo take hold and get It under way.
tho

num- -

and

the

you

'em

Accordingly an message was
telephoned in a half jovial, half mys- -

terious way, to montloned, to

come to olllce at once on im
nortant business. All responded
inoinntlv. undecldid as to whether It

. . , o

meant, a practical joico or ousinass
nrcsslnu Imnortanee

. . ,
Will called meeting io unw

lu a very formal manner and request
Oooruo to state ts purpose

Kvorv. one seemed to enter into uie
spirit of the object, of tho mooting, as

,iu tiw, lmll joviui, mill
r,... .,,,.1 i,t- - luniniilnrv 'i!.., 41.1..

which It was conductotd, anu ims
u'nn Rnmi the various sug

gestlons o.'fred with the enthusiasm

and abandon of lot of school boys.
Whllo there no pouintr as phil-

anthropists, thoro was a whole-soule- d

spirit of consideration shown for tho
worthy unfortunate, that gave them
a much deeper inBtght Into each oth-

ers' characters and drew them Into
closer bonds of sympathy than would
a year of ordinary Intercourse.

It was found that after they had
all pledged themselves to the fund lu
accordance with the rule laid down,
as to ability and percentage of or
dinary expenditure, there would be
something over a hundred and fifty
dollars available.

It being essential to the carrying
out of their pluti that their families
should be lntorosted, meeting was
called for u subsequent evening at
the re&ldeiico of Mr. Corwln, at which
all were represented.

The ladies and other members
the families entorod Into the move-
ment with even more enthusiasm than
the orisir-ators- . Before tho labor
completed of making out the list of
those to be aided and the various
things to be contributed to each one,
several meetings were required. More
enjoyment canie from those meetings,
twice over, than if the money

had been for gifts for them-
selves.

The organization was secret
from the public, but at the laughing
suggestion of Mr. Scott, adopted the-name- :

"The Associated Santa Clans."
With each basket delivered late oi:
Christmas eve, at the door of various
homes, was an envelope addressed to
tlie recipient, containing a postal di
rected to "The Ahsocatod Santa
Clans." Hox til'.), City; requesting that
the receipt of the basket be acknowl
edged, so that. It might be knowr
that It had not gone astray.

It Is not the province of this story
to tell of the of the little children

these HO or 40 homes, over the re
celpt of some cherished toy and the
ever wcicome candy and nuts, or of

the heart-fel- t gratitude of the parents
that, foi that one day of all others
their families had bean permitted t.
partake of the comfort and luxury c.

well tilled table.
At the final meeting of the yea

held the night after Christmas,
which the aoVu'vlcdgmcnts vci
read to the association, more- - than oik
woman's eyes were brimming will
tears, and more than one man ha'

lump in his throat that was difficult
to swallow, as he listened to tin
burning words of gratitude, for th;
joy. had been brought to thcl,

Some were expressed in un
couth, and some in the most refiner'
language, but all bore the impress
sincerity.

There "was not dissenting voice
when .Mr. Wilson presented tho fol
lowing resolution:

Resolved. That the Christmas jus:
passed has been the happiest one
our lives, and that we continue, as :

permanent' organization, "The Assc
eialed Santa Chins." Ohio Magazine

HE NEARLY FORGOT.

Santa Claus May Be a Little Slow Eu:
Always Sure.
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FOR TRIFLING ILLS

IMPORTANCE SOME KNOWL.
EDGE MEDICINE.

Ailments Likely to Become Serious
Can Be Checked in Their Jnclpl-enc- y

If Understands
to Deal with

It is a good thing at
member of every family to have a

knowledge of medicines, In of
emergency, Information should,
bo acquired sufficiently inter-
ested to some study of mat-
ter. Some people regard minor all-mon- ts

as trifling attention,
while others grant so much Impor-
tance to slight disturbances that there
,ls eventually great waste of time
money. It would seem some
In a family who observe care-
fully, storing valuable knowledge
experience, who would study trust-
worthy sources, prove to bo an
Indispensable comfort in home.

know when doctor is
to without

him, or to assist, in that knowl-
edge show herself as praiseworthy
as a thrifty housowifo or a matchless
cook.

There so many emergencies
frail humanity must be pre-

pared that short article could
scarcely begin
following suggestions
as first guide post on this particu-
lar path of research. Cause, preven-
tion should be systematic
divisions of this study. "Colds" are
concerning a good many households

now; It Is nlwnys so at change
of seasons. Impure Is a powerful
ally of this disease. It may bo in a
bedroom, a- - schoolroom, a public hall,
a crowded drawing room. There Is
more illness defective
tilation draughts. If is
exposed to latter, and is warm-l- y

clad moving briskly, there no
danger. The factor potent in re-

sisting cold Is a healthy circulation of
blood; a condition cannot exist

moment without pure
Preventives of its various

catarrhal conditions consist chiefly in
common sense, that rarest of vir-

tues. keeping body
sturdy In vulnerable points a
throat that Is used to exposure, a
that often goes feet. that
get without harm (providing they
are reshod as as inactive), a body
that cold when it is
hurrying about in The

colds is a simple matter begun- - in
The first signs of should

bo signal treatment.
' Then there are trouble-
some matters nosebleed, earache,
Inflamed mouth sores
large various number of
sulting fever deep-roote- d

ease. The amateur student of
dlfllculties should rely upon
scrapbook when biding emergencies.
She should learn by heart store ot
wisdom, and above all things cultivate
good judgment.

Press Cake.
Two a half cupfuls sugar,

since o'clock chll cupful cupfuls flour,
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Unusual Recipe Cooking Onions.
onions, which should be of

largo Bermuda variety, should be
boiled nearly firm.

filling made of
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mem on

basket or piece of foathorbone, and
whon it is nearly covered bond It over
and stick the other ond in the pot
and thero will be a circle of blossoms.
Nasturtiums may bo grown in tho
Bniiio way.

Celery In Cheese Shell.
Cut tlie colory stalks into inch

pieces, cook until tonder In bifcllng
water, slightly salted. For three cup
fuls of tho cut celery allow a pint of
whlto sauce, using tho wator In which
the colory was cooked, with the cream
as tho liquid. Turn into the shell of
a plneapplo Cheese, cover with half a
cupful of flno cracker crumbs, mixed
with two tablespoonfuls of melted
butter, aud lot It brown In tho oven.
3orve with powdered cheese; Edam
cheese shells can be utilized in tho
Hiuuo manner.


